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he said was a true copy of a revelation made
to Joseph at Nauvoo, commanding him, after the
manner of Abraham, of Jacob, and of David, to
receive into his bosom as many wives as should
be given unto him of God. This paper was not
in Joseph's handwriting, nor in that of Emma, his
wife. Young declares that it was written down
from the Prophet's lips by a male disciple ; adding,
with a true touch of nature, that when Emma had
first heard it read, she had seized the paper and
flung it on the fire.

Young tells me that he was himself opposed
to the doctrine, and that he preached against it,
foreseeing what trouble it would bring upon the
Church. He says that he shed many bitter tears
over the sacred writing; and that only on his
being convinced by Joseph that the command to
marry more wives was a true revelation, he sub-
mitted his prejudices and his passions to the will
of God. He is very emphatic on this point.
" Without this revelation on polygamy," he said
to us, " we should have lived our religious life,
but not so perfectly as we do now. God directed
men, through Joseph, to take more wives. This
is what we most .firmly believe." As he spoke,
he appealed to the apostles who were sitting